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RESISTANCE, AGENCY, 
AND EMPOWERMENT

Defining Genocide
Standards: 
CA CCSS for ELA/Literacy: RH.9-10.3 Analyze in detail a series of events 
described in a text;  determine whether earlier events caused later ones or 
simply preceded them.

CA CCSS for ELA/Literacy: RH.9-10.4 Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary describing political, 
social, or economic aspects of history/social science.

Lesson Objectives / Student Outcomes
Students will analyze cases of genocide using the UN Convention.
Students will investigate patterns of genocide.

Materials 
● Internet access 
● Stages of Genocide: A Toolkit for Educators
● Resistance, Agency, and Empowerment Unit Slide Deck, Day 1

Differentiation
The Content, Literacy, Inquiry and Citizenship Project has these videos 
available that students can watch instead of reading the handouts.

American Indian Genocide
Cambodian Genocide
Rwandan Genocide
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https://genocideeducation.org/teaching_guides/new-stages-of-genocide-a-toolkit-for-educators/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Pp00FJkzTZaeaEeVjZUB4FFtcEBA_Yls_tkE-Vv9h3A/edit?usp=sharing
https://californiahss.org/AmericanIndianGenocide.html
https://californiahss.org/CambodianGenocide.html
https://californiahss.org/RwandanGenocide.html
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Lesson Plan: 50 minutes

Ask students what they already may know about human rights, genocide, 
and the United Nations. That can help lead and guide your conversation 
about Raphael Lemkin (slide deck) and the creation of the word ‘genocide’.
Go through the convention and have students analyze the language-check 
for understanding.
Divide the class into small groups and assign each group a different topic 
using these readings from Stages of Genocide: 

● Cambodian Genocide
● Guatemalan Genocide
● The Holocaust
● Genocide of Native Americans
● Genocide in Rwanda

Students should read each case and highlight examples of events that meet 
the UN Genocide Convention requirement. As a group, they should prepare to 
share a basic summary of their topic and explain how it is a genocide, based 
on the UN Genocide Convention. 

Formative and/or Summative Assessment
Exit Ticket: Students meet with someone from a different topic and develop 
two ways the topics are similar, using the UN Genocide Convention. 

Glossary:
crimes against humanity: According to the International Criminal Court, 
crimes against humanity are acts committed as part of a widespread or 
systematic attack directed against any civilian population

discrimination: unfair treatment of different categories of people, often based 
on “race,” religion, ethnicity, age, or gender.

ethnic cleansing: the forced removal, by mass expulsion or killing, of a group 
from a given territory (with the purpose of making it ethnically homogenous).

euphemism: a mild or indirect word used to hide or soften the truth (e.g. 
“passed away” instead of “died”) Euphemisms are often used by genocide 
perpetrators to cover their actions and crimes
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extremist: a person who holds fanatical political or religious views and 
supports radical action to achieve their goals

hate speech/symbols: speech or symbols that threatens or expresses 
prejudice against a particular group

mass atrocity: large-scale and deliberate attacks on civilians

moderate: a person who is able to compromise, meet in the middle, or see 
both sides of an argument

perpetrator: a person who does an illegal or harmful act. In the context of 
genocide, a perpetrator is someone who orders, assists, or engages in the act 
of killing

propaganda: misleading or biased information used to promote a certain 
point of view

repression: subduing, restraining, or limiting someone, often by force.

stereotype: a widely held but unchanging and oversimplified image or idea of 
a certain group of people; stereotypes are sometimes based on a kernel of 
truth, but are often false.

victim: a person hurt or killed as a result of a crime or other event. In the 
context of genocide, a victim is a person who belongs to a targeted group
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